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higher education, largely at the taxpayers3 expense, the
fact that their education at a higher level than that of the
majority is a privilege made possible for them by the
sacrifices of the less fortunate. That realisation might help
to remedy the cleavage which education has already
begun in African society through the not unnatural pre-
occupation of the small educated class with its rights and
privileges, to the neglect of the majority whose taxes have
done much to educate the chosen few. With the fee system
as it stands, which excludes from education at the higher
levels many children who could profit by it, very many of
the poorest people are subsidizing, through the taxes they
pay, the education of the children of the wealthy.
There is one other factor of great importance which may
encourage immediate spending on desirable but non-
essential improvements at the expense of essentials in a
long-term policy of development. Such development must
take some time before it can get under way. Until more
children stay longer at school it will be impossible to train
to a good standard many more teachers than at present:
and until these are available it will be impossible to mul-
tiply greatly the number of efficient schools. Yet money
help under the Colonial Development and Welfare Acts is
forthcoming at once, small in amount in relation to the
ultimate need, but large in view of the small field for its
immediate use, and limited, as far as is known at present,
to the next ten years. This brings the danger of spending at a
high and even a luxury level on a few immediate objectives
during a short period of comparative plenty. This will be
followed, unless help from Britain is indefinitely continued,
by a period of acute financial stringency and rapidly
mounting recurrent costs as the training centres begin to
pour out ever-increasing numbers of teachers. Educational
development needs planning on a much wider basis than
ten years if excessive spending on a piecemeal programme
in the existing limited field is to be avoided. There would